Thursday, 28th May

Once again Jesus lifts up his eyes to heaven, as he continues what has come to be called his High Priestly prayer. Jesus wanted unity to flourish among his disciples. Jesus taught his followers a vision of goodness, kindness, peace and justice. Basically, their unity was to be modelled upon that between Jesus and the Father. He promised to share with them the glory given to him by the Father. 
Looking at the barriers often raised against ecumenical unity, we must hope our leaders realise that unity can only be reached by generous dialogue, not imposed by authority. Jesus puts before us a vision that should lead to unity around his table. It is a desire that he holds very dear, “with I in them, and you in me, may their unity be complete.” 
If we love him, we must try to make his vision a reality. Maybe each of us should set aside some time and write our own High Priestly Prayer and focus on the good we are doing for those we love and for those we don’t even know, so that we may all be one. Sadly, Christians are not all one; and our divisions make it impossible for many in our world to believe that Jesus is God’s divine Son, sent by him into the world in human form. That is why ecumenism, which involves the search for Christian unity, is not an optional extra for the Church but an essential duty. 
Note how we are spreading the Gospel, so that others might find the joy and love we have found in knowing Christ.

