Saturday, 1st August: St Alphonsus Ligouri

When a leader allows his power to get into his head he would do many foolish things. For example, he may act as if he is more powerful than God by saying words and doing things that are inconceivable for a normal person to say and do. 
In the Gospel we have a character named King Herod he is a perfect example of a leader who is drunk with power. There is a saying that, “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” King Herod is an example of a man who was corrupted by his absolute power. So what is the lesson for us here? Simple, we should not abuse the power that we hold otherwise we will have to pay for it someday. As they say, “What goes around comes around.” In other words this simply tells us that whatever evil that we do today brought about by our abuse of power will eventually catch up with us someday. 
When we live out the Christian values of love, patience, gentleness, humility, etc., and we get slapped in the face, we may wonder if it is worth it. But let us remember that all good comes from God. When we do good, the benefactors are not just the others. We ourselves begin to realize our Christian identity and see the power of goodness and the power of God's love happening in the lives of others.
