Monday, 27th July

How does the kingdom of God start in our heart? It starts small, then if we nurture it with prayers, by reading the Bible and our faithful presence at Holy Mass. It slowly grows little by little until it fully blooms so that it can bless those around us. 
The two parables in today’s Gospel are an image of Jesus’ own ministry. The parables suggest that these small beginnings are the promise of something wonderful to come, just as the mustard seed becomes a tree where the birds of the air build their nests and the tiny leaven has a huge impact on three measures of flower. Humble beginnings can have an extraordinary outcome when the work in question is God’s work. 
The little initiative, the small gesture, the offer of help, can all bear fruit in ways that we could never have imagined at the time. The Lord can work powerfully through our smallest efforts if they are done out of love for him. Our calling is often to plant some good seed and to trust that the Lord will do the rest.
