Wednesday, 1st July

Jesus brings two demoniacs to a greater fullness of life. It is striking that after doing this, the people of the region implored him to leave the neighbourhood. 
How we respond to people depends very much on how much we know them or how much we understand them. Whenever we come across an angry person or a hostile person, we would surely want to avoid having any contact with them. The two demoniacs in the Gospel were not born demoniacs. For whatever reason, evil entered into them and made them demoniacs. Even the Gospel described them as "creatures so fierce" that it seemed that they had lost their humanity. But that was what Jesus saw - their humanity. He understood what they were essentially. Jesus healed them and restored their humanity. He restored their pride and dignity. 
We too can be tempted to ask Jesus to leave our neighbourhood, to leave our lives. We sometimes want to keep him at a distance. We sense that his nearness might be very demanding. Yet, if we welcome the Lord into our lives, rather than keeping him at a distance, we will discover that he gives us the strength to respond to the challenging call of his presence and in responding to that call we too will find a greater fullness of life. Jesus came to save our humanity and to restore our pride and dignity. What Jesus has done for us, let us in turn do the same for others.

